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'pHEODOSIA Burr Alston, 
1 beautiful and brilliant as she 

was, was a lady marked for trage 
dy. The spectacular destiny that 
her ambitious father, Aaron Burr, 
envisaged for her ended, accord 
ing to legend, in the cold waters 
off Cape Hatteras. It is further 
stated that she was forced to walk 
the plank by the notorious pirate 
known as the "Bloody Babe."

In those days, the coasts of both 
North and South Carolina were 
infested by pirates, of which the 
most famous were Blackbeard. the 
Bloody Babe, and Dominique 
You, There were also the "Wreck 
ers" or "Bankers," who were ac 
customed to salvaging any articles 
of value from the wrecks, many 
of which they arranged for them 
selves by setting false lights along 
the shore. Some ingenious bank 
er conceived the idea of fasten 
ing a lantern to a horse's head 
and driving the animal back and 
forth along the beach, to look 
like the light of a moored ship, 
To atorm*tossed vessels the light 
appeared the guide to safety and 
they steered by it only to pile up 
on the beach at the mercy of the 
pirates. This gave rise to the 
name "Nags Head" on the North 
Carolina coast.

The practice of wrecking ships 
was so prevalent on our coast 
that legend tells of a preacher 
stopping his service when word 
was brought that a ship was 
aground on a near-by beach. 
"Keep your seats!" he shouted to 
his congregation, while he him- 
nelf got a running start from the 
pulpit in order to be first on the 
scene and have the pick of the 
loot.

In 1800 Theodosia Burr Alston 
traveled between the home of her 
husband in Charleston, S. C. and 
her father in New York. Her love 
was divided between the two men 
and she spent a great deal of 
time going from one to the 
other. She herself once remark 
ed, "It is idiotic to love two men 
and be forever traveling between 
them." She was young and beau 
tiful and the darling of two fa 
mous men. but fate had some 
heavy blows in store for her be 
fore the final one. Alston became 
governor of South Carolina while 
Aaron Burr was being confronted 
with his plans for a Mexican Em 
pire before Chief Justice Man- 
shaH's court in Richmond, Va. 
Theodo&'U took her small son 
' rampy" and hurried to her fath 
er's side. Her winning charm 
helped her father to see his or 
deal through. It was then that 
she said, "The world begins to 
cool terribly about me," and it 
Was truly the turning point of a 
life which up to that time had 
been as glamorous as any ro 
mance.

Her devotion to her father was 
prodigious and in him she could 
never see any fault, She has been 
rjnnie''t «<: saying. ."My personal

.
vanity would be greater if I had 
not been placed so near you 
(meaning her father) and yet my 
pride in our relationship is so 
great that I had rather not live 
than not be the daughter of such 
a man."

* <* *
The next blow that fate dealt 

her was a cruel one. Her beloved 
little "Gampy" died of fever. In 
her grief she started back to her 
father for comfort. He sent « 
friend to accompany her. A letter 
from him to the captain of the 
British fleet was passport for the 
schooner "Patriot" on which she 
sailed. The "Patriot" was out of 
sight of the British fleet when a 
storm broke and the ships were 
scattered

It was said that the Patriot, 
guided by a bobbing lantern at 
Nags Head, ran aground with the 
table set for dinner. Legend fur 
ther suggests that Theodosia, hor 
maid, and escort were forced to 
walk the plank by the pirate 
known as the Bloody Babe. Other 
stories hint that Dominique You 
took her for his harem and that 
the British took her. Whatever 
her fate, she disappeared com 
pletely.

Her anguished father hurried 
to Charleston and did all in his 
power to find her. No traco of 
her was ever found. As time pass 
ed, many criminals confessed. 
Their stories were many and va 
ried but none of them had even 
the semblance of truth. And so 
Theodosia's fate remained* a mys 
tery. But there is a sequel that 
seems to lend authority to the 
wreckers' story that she died 
when the pirates wrecked and
scuttled the Patriot.

* * *
In 1869, Dr. Pool of Elizabeth 

City was called to. the hovel of a 
"banker" to attend a dying wom 
an. The hut was cold and bare; 
it was scantily furnished and the 
woman lay on a hard bed with 
thin coverings and a poor shuck 
mattress. The doctor did what he 
could to ease the woman's suf 
fering and she in gratitude looked 
about for something with which 
to repay him. The only thing of 
beauty or value visible was a 
lovely portrait of a beautiful 
young woman.

"Take the picture." whisper 
ed the woman. "My man brought 
it to me from a wrecked vessel 
50 years ago. It's a pretty thing 
and I've kept it by me all these 
years, but I won't be needing it 
any more."

"You say it came from a wreck 
ed ship?" Dr. Pool asked, going 
to look at the portrait more close 
ly. It was beautifully done, paint 
ed on mahogany.

"Yes. better than 50 years ago."
The portrait was said to be one 

Theodosia Burr Alston was taking 
to her father. It would seem to 
bear out the wreckers' story that 
she met her death on the North 
Carolina coast, a death »  dra 
matic as her life.

They Say
Bit* taken from our old fit**  
HUtory, Politic*, Humorl Ori 
gin Unknown; Content! Good.

"No greater calamity can befall 
a people than to break utterly 
with its past; and if we forget 
our ancestors we ourselves are 
unworthy to be remembered."

J THEODOSIA BURR ALSTON 
Tragic Story of the Wife of . 

' South Carolina Governor. 
HISTORIC MYSTERY OF THE

ATLANTIC
jWa» On Way to Visit Her Father 
: When Lo»t  One Story Ha* It 

] That She wa« Taken by Pirate*.

j It was in 1812 that Col. Aaronl 
Burr returned to New York, at the;

| (termination of his four year's 
exile for treason, and one of his

a vessel answering the description 
of the "Patriot" on to the rocks at 
Nag's Head, North Carolina, and 
that, after seizing the cargo, they 
had blindfolded the passengers and 
crew and had forced them to walk 
the plank. At the time this was

first acts was 
:daughter, Mrs.

to send for his 
Theodosia Burr

 Alston, wife of Governor Alston,
of South 'Carolina, 
Greenville Piedmont.

relates the 
As the state

thought to solve the mystery of It appears, therefore, that there 
the vanished ship, but only a few flre four distinct and different ac-
weeks later a sailor at Galveston, 
Texas, confessed on his death-bed 
that he had been a member of the 
crew of the "Patriot" and told 
what appeared to be a circum 
stantially correct story of the mu 
tiny, followed by the murder of 
the officers of the ship and all the

counts of the final fate of Mrs. 
Alston the pirate theory, the 
mutiny and its accompanying mur 
ders, the mysterious deserted shin 
and the body found on the beach 
at Cape Charles. If the pirates 
had looted the ship why had they 
left valuable silks and laces on

law prohibited the governor from 
leaving iSouth Caroline during his 

.jtenure of office, it was necessary 
fjfor 'Mrs. Alston to make the jour- 
[ Jney alone, save for her physician 

and a maid, and she sailed from 
Charleston on December 30, 1812, 

,on the pilot boat "Patriot."
As the time drew near for the 

"Patriot" to arrive at New York, 
j'Col. Burr took up his post on the 
battery, eagerly scanning the hori 
zon for the first sight of the little 
boat that was bringing his daugh- 
|ter to him. But day after day 
passed without any news of the 
ship and finally she was posted as 
"Misssing," in -which category she 
remain* to 4Jhis day one of the 
unsolved mysteries of the sea. 
Only a short time afterward 
Alston, one of the youngest gover 
nors South Carolina ever had, 
died, supposedly of a broken heart 
and the double tragedy added the 
final climax to the career of Burr 
himself.

The loss of the "Patriot," how 
ever, was not one of the usual 
riddles of the sea, a case of « ves 
sel putting out from port never to 
be heard of agiain. It was sur 
rounded by a number of circum 
stances which were peculiar in tha 
extreme, starting with the well-

jpassengens.
For more than

board? If the sailors forced the 
half P. century passengers to walk the plank, why

whenever matters of the sea -were

merits tolling of a female corpse 
which was washed ashore at 'Cap*' 
Charles early in 1813. ~ TheVnh 
identifying marks were three valu 
able rings which corresponded in 
design with those which Mrs. Al 
ton wore.

the riddle of the pilot boat re- did they overlook Mrs. Alston's 
mained a subject of discussion rings? Where did the oil portrait

defined rumor that the pilot ship 
had been boarded by pirates short 
ly after leaving Charleston and 
[that Mrs. Alston had been sold into 
a life of alavery. Two sailors ar 
rested in New York several years

|*ft«r the disappearance of the ajro in ,the discovery of j. A . E1_ 
boat, declared that they had lur«>d ; hott, of Norfqlk,^ ya.,__of_docu

discussed, only to be brought once 
more into the lime-light of publk-| 
notice shortly after the Civil war; 
when Dr. W. G. Pool of Elizabeth 
City, N.  ., chanced to visit th? 
cabin of a poor woman at ? 
Head, N. C., where he saw an oil 
portrait of a handsome woman Oji 
the wall. When asked about it,! 
the dying woman declared that it| 
was a relic of a strange ship whichl 
had come ashore at Nag's Head a-' 
bout the time of the war of 1812. 
Her husband she said was one of 
a crew of wreckers who had board 
ed the craft, only to find that she 
had been abandoned and set adrift 
with all sails set and her rudder 
lashed against her stern. Nowheiv 
was the slightest sign of blood or 
disorder save foTr the fact _that 
some of the baggage had bee.ii 
broken open. The portrait, shn ! 
declared, had been brought asho>.' 
by" 'her husband who had found i: 
in one of the cabins and it was :r' 
once recalled that Mrs. Theodo^.i' 
Alston had taken an oil painting <>: 
herself with her when she iHt 
Charleston, intending to give it \u 
her father as a birthday present 
There was no name on the picture 
which Dr. P<*ol discovered, but i 1. 
bore a striking likeness to tluj 
existing portraits of CoL Bun - 
daughter.

Still another angle to the mys 
tery appeared only a few years

which Dr. Pool found come from, 
for the other residents of Nag's 
Head had never heard of the 
strange ship from which it was 
supposed to have been taken? 
Finally, what became of the pilot 
boat "Patriot" and why was no 
trace of her ever discovered?

There are some who claim that 
Mrs. Alston was the mysterious 
"Female Stranger" who lies buried 
in the churchyard at Alexandria! 
Va., but this opinion is founded on| 
little more than a slight coinci 
dence of dates and cannot be said" 
to throw any real light on the 
mystery surrounding the disap-
pearance of 
Aaron Burr,

the daughter o f


