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i house between Bessemer City
and Cherryville, N. C
So savs W. J. Davis, a
student of history who is the
great great nephew of Jetfer-
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A historical
Tryon proclaims
County was formed in
It was named for
Wilhham Tryon and the county
was divided in 1779 inle
Lincoln and Rutherford
counties. “The  ecourthouse
stood here,”" is inscribed on
the marker,
Sure enough,
foundation
surrounded by a grove
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1768,
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the remnants

of a are nearby,
of pine
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The
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three miles west of Clover
near Henry's Knob Mountain,
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Several weeks ago. the York
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the road from
Henry's Knob, It proclaims the
of the first Tryon County
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Most of York County
North Carolina
County was formed in
from Mecklenburg County
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Then, in 1772, the present
houndary hetween North and
South Carolina was establish-
ed and this area hecame a
part of South Carolina. The
courthouse was moved. (here-
fore., to the pine grove near
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The_Search For Tryon Courthouse

County,

I gerstanad Were oo
ing to b d a courthouss it
Trvon but for some reason
thevy never got it built,” said
Davis

Historical research indicates
that the pine grove in Gaston
County was chosen for the site
of the courthouse. prison, and

stocks but the Revolutionary
War intervened and they were
never built.

It~was at
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Christian Mauney’s

patriots of Tryon

County assembled Aug. 14, 1775,
and drew up a set of reso-
lutions, one of several that
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Interest sprang up about 20
ago when It was dis-
that The Court of
Trvon was located within three

yvears site,

years
covered

miles of Clover. Several years

later, maps located n
hoth  Raleigh
showing
Mile Creek” and Henry's Knob
Mountain Clover
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Here  the Court of Tryon
County was held.’
Fascinated, research-

ers were alarmed that a spot
of such historical significance
had gone unmarked. There
were no records W show
where the courthouse had
heen,

The search hegan among the
people  living Henry's
Knobh but produced nothing
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number of Historical Comumis- i1s the fourth 30, 175 indicates  the Nex |
o et 1o the Ste b “For e reason,you can | acauton s bt Davis Hopes To Rest ~
H 1] i = _— 1 ‘ =
was unable to find it find more in the records at site of the Tryon County Court CS Ore /
He went back on his own and Hickory than most any other hou We also have a certified
found Returning later, Davis place,” vowed Davis copv of Henry Mouzon .Ji l Ollll(ldllon Ol‘ LOllrtllOuse
and a party of interested peo- The actual marker cost only Map of Part of the Counlies
ple  walked about a mile | $155. of Mecklenburg and  Tryon CLOVER. £ C~<W By RAY JIMISON j
through bushy woods that had When York County was a lately added to the Province of d'mun.nl {l-u?r;m..]n—ﬁl 'l'l"\]nn[)?': Ill‘n:q"',s("lim;]?N . ?'(‘\“”':1'12 the o
- T : g : et E . South Carolina’ which was sur- at Bln: 3 .ounty Courthouse near here. b
been cut over for timber twice part of North Carolina, it forms- .m 1,1 (‘:xn .—l_\ll: }\\ 'nh | \ -.1‘ Bidaria Ras xx'lwmzal recollections of having visited the site of §
in the past 30 years. ed a p‘)l'““ﬂ of the coun'y Veve in 1772 but 1t does not the ancient cgurthouse back in 1914 when ruins of the old structure
SUCCESS known as Tryon which included | indicate the location of a court-  were still visible.
Thev reached the spot, the present counties of Gas- house ™ As chairman of the historical marker committee, Davis hﬂpel
ahout  three-fourths-of-a-mile ton. Lincoln, Catawba, Cleve= Thus it was that W. J. Da-  to see that a road, or trail, is opened to the site which now is al-

mosl inaccessible.

He hopes the pillars of the old building can be restored.
hope to hoip get a road cut to the site,
pillars up.” he declared

vis, who resides on a tarm on
Faulkner Rd., some three
miies irom Clover, uncovered

south of Henry's Knob. There, land. Rutherford. and just about
all the present counties in the

southern part of Western North

nll ,.
they found the historical spot Then, I can set the old

on a heautiful rolling plateau

Jving on the west side of a Carolina. what .hM?r'\ h:"l :"(f"*‘"- _ *ms( OVERED IT . y
small branch. A large spring Records show that the court- But he had the help of an It was Davis, alter a search that covered years, who found lh.
o T e as Jocated | €% lave who has long heen | site of the old courthouse
drain entered the site just house of Tryon was lo ol B Until his discovery, historical references told only that a por-8
about 200 feet from the old o near where the rnafi from Sa- \'\.,:. e, - acectios. of b tion of York District tcounty) formerly belonged to North Caro-¥
courthouse place. lisbury to Smith's Ford, on the ].‘ 5 _ ‘ .~ lina. It was known that it was part of a county known as Tryon. |
“We were thrilled.” wrote a Broad River. now crosses the = Marker, the search i1s at an Included were the present North Carolina counties of Gaslon, ;
road from York to Lincolnton end. tllmuln and Catawba.

member of the party.

Davis recalled that he first
visited the spot in 1914, An old
Negra who had been a slave,
took him. The ex-slave was 106

The Courthouse of Tryon was said to have been located “near |
where the road from Salisbury to Smith’s Ford on Broad River 8
NOW Crosses mo road from York to Lincolnton, known as the Kings &
Mountain Rd.’ }

Another reference refers to the courthouse as having been in ¢

This road is known as Kings
Mountain Rd

Thus, the marker was placed
fourths = of - a - mile
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three -

years old at the tume from Henrv's knob at the junc- 3 I\m_{' .\‘l':l"mllu:;lp I”:‘ln;::gr:\r:i’: B:;)l!;dngmtl;lu:ptlh, i : 4 7
s . At any rate, a nees appar ace 1e site near ©
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He had been known by tion of H"*h“a:“ 161 ’1("11 ; Henry's Knob some two-and-a-half miles from Clover )
several names b('[:'.'n_l\(' F}e and-a-half miles htnm “lover. The New Acquisition came about in 1772 when portions of North
had been owned by several LOST IN HISTORY Carolina hecame part of South Carolina, Included was the Tryon
masters. One master was a |, History, for some myslteri- ‘ . County Courthouse, b
man by the name of Henry and s tommin. Sl i thaar Sl - ]J,'.rus tells of his discovery of the site this way:

1 - . ) ; . L= S STORY
the little mountain known as : site of the first - 0% ;
H«-ml\ s Knob is named for e el Bd_ck when [ was a boy, I_n!tcn heard my grandfather, lsaae’
: Tryon Courthouse, N. Davis, speak of Tryon District. Also, I heard C. Thad Thomas }
him In the laws of North Carolina ’ " speak of it. It was located three-quarters-of-a-mile south of Henry's |

Davis was named chairman —1774. Chepter XII, the fol= § . }\'nnh in what is known as Henry Woods -
of the Trvon Courthouse mark- lowing i Sound _ “Unele Jake Falls. an old ex-slave, was born as a Henry a'1d
et committee by the Historical ot R W 9 Y . was given to Mr, Henry's daughter, who married a Herndon He
Commission. His job was to bl ‘."‘ s Bt ol . was then sold to Eli Falls, :

s the cotreit infermation ! ers heretofore by law appointec § .'Ih(- in 1914, he moved on my placo Thet's whess 1 1a|ked

gath f “ o ¥ P B for erecting and  building a : = to him about the Tryvon Courthouse. I asked him if he could show}

and .';;:a a historical marker courthouse, prison and stocks & ; 'me the place where it had been and he said he could if I gave him

ersctoe . o ’ " Sitime '
i or the County of Tryon by : ) . g

Thic was in 1%0. He bezan “"j ’ ”"“ '% “i | w 3 " » : ‘We went to the site one evening. At that time, you could still |
) ing infr tion in ]-;I\l B T AL o | . ¢ see where the pillars and decayed logs had been. He showed me @
Compp '?'T‘a" line, have neglected to dis- SSEE _the spring where they got water. Today, you can still see the
anda » few weeks ago the "“d”\' o charge the trust reposed in (% *»5 spring drain. Uncle Jake's father had showed him this place many |
er became a reality One them within the time limited ' ' jlimes before
thing you must do is to he sure and whereas the money col- T 4 2 . ONCE A YEAR ‘
you get the information right,” B8l \ocied from the inhabitants of REEEREE S IS : “Back when the courthouse was In its glory, officials would
vsid Da BESAURRAL RS REY e SN ’ . . come once a year to hold court. They would stay at S. Henry's
£al avis the said counly for that pur- Essses . about 30 days or longer each vear i
MISPLACED ATy oY ' “Walter " : ‘
: s @0 pose remain in the hands of SESUREEEEEE , Walter Beamguard and | measured the place and it was

One reason the old court- B b cheriffs and other persons 8 e ' 8 3 3 2 ' i i
house site was lost was proba- | L \ ¥ " ‘o 20 x 40 feet as well as | remember. We got that information for

i ; | unappropriated. . . - t SiaE '3 Andy Tate. Now, those papers containing that data cannot be
hly rdue to the fact that Henry's i vrius B. King. assistant state & located '
Knob was misplaced on an an- archivist for South Carolina, 1§ 2l '_ N (o “He told us that when the line was established between North
cient map which Davis has n pointed out that from this pre- |° & ¥ TR, and South Carclina, it was run two-and-one-half miles north of §
his possession - by L EPTH LRE Henry's Knob. The courthouse was moved to what is known as

: amble 1o a law that goes on to A ki | Tryon School ’
: His "_i""‘h for the correct ' appoint new commissioners, il . "y I)a\'_ia said that the site of the marker in Gaston County ’at
information {or the marker o would appear that no courl . <1 " Tryon School) is in what was known at one time as Pickney Dis-
took him to Charleston, Char- | house was built prior to March, e - ,‘3 trict. He has two land grants, one recorded in Pickney District
lotte, and Hickory, N. C. The | 1754 F S8 and the other in Tryon District

. h i . 'afa-"A X* ‘ork County was P . Y - -
orizinal log courthouse at A letter from W. L. McDowell s 5 e !'{l. B R - ?','{k f" . 3 Jl_w_ h ey of Fickney District i

' ) ; 2 iy South e AT AV S . davis has two other land grants in his possession, One is from
York, the county seat, had ey Jr., acting director of Soul P s King Georee dated Feb, 19 1791, for 220 acres ol land. Davis's
burned long age. Records Carolina Archives Department, 15 2 ‘e 3 ;';I;.t!.ur bought the farm in 1898 and the ancient paper wemt with it.
burned with it. to Mrs. Nan Weller Carson, [ i This is where Mr. Davis now lives and [arms. At 72, he works

Fect is. e courthouse ab ,‘ said in part: g 1;\9? ’«!:(ui_\ in !‘m' ;u Ids. The farm and the land grant paper were

s, P andes own to mMm

k has burne ree times. ' .  “Our original copy of Mou- | ¥ " ’

\‘””‘ as burned three lime D a s l“-d on May B His other grant is from King George 111 but Davis does not
he present cl_n%mmlse _(herqg»- ‘:mn § mdl:’ publis N” ‘»:_1 \tﬂ_ Hhave the land to go with this paper
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2 Hes =t!|e ute.--x,p_f rt',ng,'”!i
,Cou'hty “court house.. . Tryon. ‘Comnty,. ‘8"
was . formed: iwm

: 'fm Hecklenbnm County:and- inclided” most.

" of: present day . York Cotinty: ilt- was ‘fiamed for
‘Governor William  Tryon,” sthe* Royal Governon'.
of NorthCarglina (1765-7D.. When i(the present.’
boundary  between North: 'and South ' Carolina’

;. 5 -was established in 1772, _this. agea "becamie”
'i.a-part of South Carolina, and -the: site . of
the court house “was moved 10 a. polnt. in: :

-‘presént .day Gaston County, North Carolina..
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MADE DISCOVERY | THIE ORICANAL

W. 1. Davis, a descendant of Confederate President .Jefferson
Davis., is credited with discovery of the original Tryon County
Courthouse site. 'Photo by Ray Jimison. )

This marker is in South Carolina, near Clover, and calls attention to the [irst Tryon County

Courthouse. (Photo by Bob Glendy )

-THE GASTONIA GAZETTE, Sun., April 28, 1963

Kindness of:

Mre, Jessie %uey Laurence
Rock Hill, 5.C,.

rmed [768, named for
vernor William Tryon.

(77¢ into
Kutherford
Courthouse

. - - g i) Bls
NO COURTHOUSE?
This marker in North Carolina. at Tryon School, and calls attention to the Sec ond Tryon
County Courthouse. W. J. Davis savs this courthouse was never built but was housed in one room of
Christine Mauney's home Pholo by Ray Jimison




