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The Search For Tryon Courthouse
O*»T«*ii» fe«ittM Jtofc »* /,»/» ^

«i:izeltf (

I there.

There never was a court-

Most of \nrk County wa« in 
North Carolina when Tryon 
County was formed in !7«J 
frnm Mn»-kleiil»urfi County 
MM- SKTTLKII

Thrn, in ITT?, the prrvnt 
Ixxiodary het«crn North and 
Smiih ( anilma wa* *»%lahli'sh" 

IM! and thi«i area bf-ejimr a 
part of .South < arnlina. Th* 
courthouse *a« mo\*»d. (here- 
fore. U» Ihf pine (tro\r near 

S* kind in (ia«>lon

hon*e between Bo*-omor City .; 

and Cherryvjllo. N. C. 

So says W .1. Davi*. a i

siudont nl history who H the 
great e,n'n\ nepi'fu o( Jetfer- '

I 
son DavK the president ol the

Confederate Statos of America. 

The "J" in Davis's initials

stand* for ,Jclfer*fin. 
' A« I understand it, nld man

Christian" Mauney lived there , 
and "lie room of his h<»UM> w ;is 
usffl a* a courthouse and the i 
other room was the jail." i

Of course, adoVd Davi*. tho 
jail wasn't used very much. 
"Back then, people Generally 
sottl'xi thine*! between them- i
M'\ns .. * I

A historical marker at 
Tr\on proclaims that Tr>»»n 
('«i'inl> was formed in ITt.K. 
It w as named lor (iov. 
\Vilhnm Tr\i>n and Ihe county 
was div idfd in 1779 into 
Lincoln HIM! Kiithrrlord 
rountic*. "The courthouse 

KttMMl here." is inscribed on 
th*- marker.
Sure enough, the remnants   

of a foundation are nearby, 
surrounded by a grove of pine 
trees

The first Trvon County , 
Courthouse, says Davis was ') 
three miles west of Clover '•_ 
noar Henry's Knob Mountain. 
The foundation is in an almost 
inaccessible wooded area.

Several wwks 350, the York * 
County Historical Commission -, 
eroded a historical marker on :- 
tho road from Hover to .  
Henry's Knob. It proclaims the j 
site of the lir*t Tryon County ,*

"I timiors-tand thry were c(>- 
inc to build a courthouse at 
Tryon hut for som? reason 
they ne\er got it built," said 
Davitf.

Historical research indicates 
thut the pine ;;rove in (Ja-tcm 
County was chnwn for the site 
of the courthouse prison, and 
stocks but tho Revolutionary 
War intervened and Ihoy were 
never built.

It*was at Christian Mmmey's 
house that patriots of Trvon 
County assembled Aiiq. 14. 177."), 
and drew up a set of reso 
lutions, one of several that 
an'od^tefl the Declaration of 
Imlfpt iificnce at Philadelphia 
In I"79, tho territory was 
rtividid and Tiyon County 
abolished.

But. back to the first Tryon 
County Cour*house near Clover:

The erection <»f the marker 
newral weeks a^o was some 
what of an accomplishment 
and marked the end nf a *earch 
ot many year1; for the site. 
SF \KCIt STARTKD

In! -UM sprang up about 20 
yrars afio when it was di"- 
i*mrred thai The Court of 
Tryon was located within three 
miles of Clover. Several years

later, maps were located in 
both Raleigh and Columbia 
show m s "the forl on Twelve 
Mile Creek" am) Henry's Knob 
Mountain near Clover.

The map had an inscription, 
' H"ie the Court of Tr>on 
Cntiniv was held "

K a s c I n -A 1 r d. rrs.«';irch- 

ers were alarmed that a spot 
of MIC h historical si(?nil 
had Ron** uninarKrd 
werp no rt'cord*> l« 
w her* the courthouse hi«l

The *rdn.h »>euan among the 
per>p)e Imps iwar Henry's 
Knob but produced nothing 
Tlien. almost miraculously, the 
name nt W J I>avis popppd 
up. fhK-lty hecaute the Yttrk 
Coun'y flistnrical Citmmi**ton 
had taken up the search

Dan*, wno will UP 72 this 
mitnth hi*d not boen to the site 
in son* :l.V40 yejrv He d:dnt 
know if he c-mild find his u*y 
hack n not since *e\eral *aw- 
rihlN had nit away all land 
mark*

"numlirr of" Historical Commis 
sion members to the site but 
was unable tn find M

Hn \vent back i-n his own and 
found it. Return 1 nc later, Davis 
and a party of interested peo 
ple \vatkofl alxiut a mile 
through bu.*hy wnods that had 
bevn cut over for timljer twice 
in tbo past 30 years. 
Mr< KSS

Th*-v rearhrd thr spot.

seuth of Ileno's hnnb. There,

thev found the historical sp«it 
on a bfiiutiliil rolling philoau 
)>inu on the west side of a 
snull branch. A large spring 
drain enUTfd lh«- site just 
ahfint 2<« tret from the old 
roiirthoiisc pliire. 
"We were ihriUeil." wrote a 

member of the party.
Davis recalled that ho Mm 

vi*it»>rl the sxit in ' *'* -^ n "'^ 
Nfcr.i who had been a *la\e, 
took him The ex-slave was l«fi 
years old at the time

He had been known by 
se\oral names because he 
had boon owm-d by several 
nia>ters One master was a 
man by the name of Henry and 
the little mountain known as 
Honry s Knob i* named for 
him.

Da-, is was named chairman 
of th<> Tryon Courlhou*-*' mark 
er committee by the Historical 
Comrni**ion. His job wa* to 
gath'-r the correct inlormatmn 
ami have a historical marker

Thi* was in IWi» He be^an 
I'ompiiing information in 1%1 
and n low woeks a^o the mark 
er In came a reality "fine 
thine >ou miM d«t is to he sine 

/t you c**t the information right," 
said D.i'. ;- 
MISPLACED

t- On*> reason the old court- 
  * house site wa« lo«;t was proha- 

hly due to the fact that Henry's 
Knob was misplaced on an an 
cient map which Da\is has in
hi e txi*se*<. on 

v
Hit. *rart h for the rorrert

.  information (or th* niarkrr 
took him to Charleston, Char- 

loltf. and Hukory. N. C. The 
on u inal log rnurthnii^r at 

Vwk. the fount v wat. had

) liiirn*'d Innn ago. Records 

htirnrd wiUi it.
i Kaci i*. trw cfMirih(Mi<e at
' ^ ork ha*; burned three timrv

'I  ,(  ;-' » .-; ' ( i...I " i, ,-. tf.i r«

is the fourth, '.
"For some reason, you can 

find more in the record* at , 
Hickoiy than mo>t any other . 
place.' \owod Da\is.

The actual marker cost only : 

1153.
When ^'ork Cmmty was a , 

part ot North Carolina, it form 
ed a portion of the rour.'y 
knonn a.s Tryon which included 
the present counties of (las- 
ton. Lincoln. Catawba. Cleve 
land. Rutherford, and just about 
all the present counties in the 
southern pail of Western North 

Carolina.
Records show that the court- 

hnu^e of Tryon was located 
near v hero the road from Sa 
lisbury to Smith's Ford, on the 
Broa-t Hivor. now crosses the 
road from York to Lincolnlon 
Tins roari is known a* Kinfis 

Mountain RH
Thus, the marker wa* placed 

three - fourth* - of - a   mile 
from Henry'* Knob at the junc 
tion of Hishways 1M-'»1, twr( - 
aiul-a-half miles from (.lover. 

LOST l\ HISTORY
Hit-lorv. for some mysteri 

ous reason, failed to clear- 
tv mark the nil* of the fir*l

, Tr>on Courthouse.
In the l.i'.'* nl North Carolina 

 1771. Chajrfrr XII, the tol- 
lowin;.' is lound:

j "Wlieroa* the commisMon-
I ers heretofore by law apiminted

for erecting and hurldiri^ a
com (house, prison and .slocks
for Ihe County of Tryon by
rea-on of the Suuth boundary

" lin*-. have iKnilwted lo HI*
 J charge the trusl rejMised in
 j 'hem within the time limited 

and whereas the money col 
letted Irom the inhabitants «>i 

Ihp si.id county 
pose remain in 
the sheriffs and 
unaptTopr lated. . .

C>uis B Kins. asMxiant sta'e 
archival ff»r South Carohnn. 
pointed out that ln»m this pre- 
arnblv to a law that S'*^ "n '"

w f mid appear 1 hat no coin I 
hou-e wa.s tniilt prior to March. 

1774
A letter Irom W L McD"welI 

.It . act ins dir«-ctor <»f Smth 
i .i;i>!.na Archives Dopartmenl, 
i'. Mr* Nan Weller C«irsnn ( 

-,,id in part;
copy «>f MOII-

  . ,! -.n M.v.

30, 1775, indicates the New 
Acquisition boundary hut not 
site o{ the Tryon County Court - 
hou*r. \V«- al*o ha\e a corliiictl 
copy of I lenry Mnuznn Jr. *s 
'Map of Part of the Counties 
of Mecklenburg and Tryon 
lately added to the Province of 
South Carolina' which was sur 
veyed m 1772 but it does not 
indicate the location of a court- 
hou-" "

Thus it mis thiil \V. J. Da- 
vis. who rp-irivv «»n ;» (arm on

Kd ,
mi!' -. iroin (ld\e 

wh:il histor> hud
But he had the 

x->U'\c who has

thro- 

uiiftt\rrrd

hiddt-n.
hHp of an 
lung been

for that pur 
the hand 1' of 
other person*

\SU1- the ercHion of thr. 
markrr. Irte search ii» at an 
end.

Gostonia Gazette 
April 29* 1963,

Davis Hopes To Restore 
Foundation Of Courthouse

By RAY JIMISO\
CLOVKR. S. r.  W. .1 Davis has vision* nf restoring the foun 

dation of the original Tryon County Courthouse near here.
Davis has personal recollections nf having visited thu sil,r of 

thr ancient courthouse back in 1914 when ruin.s of the old structure 
were still visible.

As chairman of the hivforlral marker committee, Davts hnprs 
tn sir that a road, or trail, is opened to the site which now is al 
most inaccessible.

He hoiws the pillars of the old building can be restored. "I 
hope to help qet a road cut to the site. Then, I can set the old 
pitlnr> up." he declared, 
IHSTOVKKKD IT

It was Onus, al'or a search that covered years, who found the 
site of tho old court housf1

I'ntil his discovery, historical reference* tnlrl nnly 'hat a por 
tion of York District -county.' formerly belonged in North Caro 
lina. I' «a« kiitiun thai it was part o( a county known *s Tryun.

InHnoVH were thp present North Carolina rountirs of dasion, 
I.intuln. and ( atawha.

The tourthou*f of Tryon was said (o have been located "m-ar 
where the road from Salisbury to Smith's Ford on Biond Hivor 
now- c-ros**'s the road from York to Lincolnton, known a.s the Kings 
MoiiniHin Hd "

Another reference refers to tho courthouse as having been in 
Kmi'x Mountain Township near Bethany Church.

At any rate, all relerences apparently placed the site mar 
Henry's Knob *nme two-and-;i-half miles from Clover

The New Acquisition came about in 1772 when portions of North 
Carolina brramr part of South Carolina. Included was the Trjoo 
Coimtv CoiirthoUM'.

Ii;tvi* tell* of his discovery of the site this way; 
HI-S STOKY

"Back when f was a boy, I often hoard my Grandfather. Isaac 
N Davis. *poak of Tryon District Also. I heard C. Thad Thomas 
sprak of it It was located three-quarters-of-a-mile south of Henry's 
Knoh m what is known as Henry Woods

' I nclc .'»kc Falls an old ex-sla»e. was born as a Henry and 
ua* civen to Mr Henry's daughter, who married a Hrrndnn He 
V.H^ thm *n!d fn KM Kails.

Then, m 1914. he moved on my place. Thyf's whon I talked 
t" him about tho Tryon Courthouse. I askerl him tf ho could show 
IT < the place where H had been and he «aid he could if I gave him 
time

\Vo weni to the site one evening. At that time, you cnuld still 
sci whore- th«- pillars and deca\od loc> had boon He showed m'* 
liie spring whore they got water Today, you can *till see the 
spring dram Cncle Jake s father had showed him this place many 

Jnne^ before 
O.NTK A YKAR

"Back whrn thr courthouse wa« tn its elnrv. nffiriah would 
romp nncr H \ear to hold court. Thpy would slay at S. Hfnry> 
about W da>s or lonfff-r rarh year.

'Walter BoamcuarH and I measured the place and it was

2d \ \(\ (ovl as well a* 1 renK-mtjcr \Vr got that information for
Andy Tatc Now. thoso papers containing that data cannot be 
loca'"d

He told u^ that when the line wa* estahltsht-d between North 
and Sou'h Carolina, it was run two-and-one-h.ilf miles north ot 
Henry's Knob. The courthouse was moved to w-hat is known a> 
Tryon School "

Davis said that the site of the marker in Gaston County 'at 
Tryon School' is in what was known at one time as Pickney Dis 
trict He ha.-, two l;twl grants, one reconlH in Tickney District 
ai.'l iht* ijiher in Tiyi»n District

York Cntiniy wys alvi a part of Pickney District
Daus has twu ulnvr lund grants in hi.-. po>se*»jon One LS (rum 

K-r.'4 rienr.'i- datetl I cb. l!» I7t|, for 2211 acres ol land DJVI>' 
l.-'f.er b»ut;h' the larm in ItWH and the ancient p;iprr went with it

This i.s where Mr Dcivis now lives and farms At 72. hf- wuiKs 
f.ery day m his fields Th<» tarm and the land gram p;ipvr »er< 
h.irded dnwn to him

Hi> nt HAT grant ^ from King C,eorci» III hut Da\i* docs m.t 
L.i'.e Ihe lard to go wi'h thi> p;ip«ir.

l>r- -- •••; lU -i' - rr -' Hs ancestor- •.'••• V'-" nt \\ :i l ci.



sit*
ourt house. 

Carolina.
"fctecfcteitban? Cou
>w*ii day York Cx

Governor William Tt»^P

O768

was itemed 
Roya* Cov^

of North Carolina (I7€t5-7l>;, When the pres 
boundary betvcen Nbrtlv a«* South Carolidary betvcen Nbrtlv a«* South CarolinA 

Established hi ,1772. . thls^pW^^becwrtcf 
rt df South Carolina, amf l^e^site df 
court house was moved for- a>/ poiht 'in 
nt ^ay Carton Conntyi tferUt Carolina.

, • " • • ~ ' _yjj * * X

MADK DISCOVHRV TIIK OUKil.VM.
\V .1. r>a\is. a descendant of Confederate Prr-idmt JHfp'sna m , ,-..-,.. , • , •. .. - . ,u« • * . iv. „Dauv ,5 cr-rfiirrt w.th drscmerv of .he onstnal Tryon County J^ marr^' '« « So-Hh • an.ima. nt-»r liou-r. aim eal.n atinnt.nn In the ,.r>t Tr>«,n

Cnurthnus* siti- Phmn hv R,v .lin^i«.r , <o.irth«iw. ^ Photo by Bob Olendy i

-THE GASTONIA GAZETTE, Sun., April 28, 1963

Kindness of:
JJre. Jessie Huey Laurence 
Hock Hill, ^.c.

1768 medormed 
overnor William Tryon

ided
Rutherfincoln and 

Counties. Courthouse 
stood here.

NO COl.'KTMOrSK?
This marker i- jn North ('wrotma. 8t Tryon School, nnrt tnlts atimtinn tn thp S'H-tnid Tryon 

County Coiirthoux- W .] l)a\is sa>« this cnulhou^p was never buill but *as hou^rd in <>np mnn, o( 
Qjri.sime Mauney s home. -Phoio by Ray Jimisun.i


