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York County ranks fourth among South Carolina coun- 
ities in the percentage of divorces granted per 1.000 popula 
tion. Ahead of York in one-two-three order are Charleston. 

jRichland and Greenville counties.
Chester County ranks fifth, and Lancaster is 10th. 
The percentage and number of divorces in each of thr 

[state's 46 counties are contained in a survey made by a . 
sociology class under the supervision of Dr. Alien D. Ed 
wards at Winthrop College. Covered in thr report is the 
period from July 1, 1949. when the state's divorce law wcni 
|into effect, until January 1. 1952.

In the two-and-a-half-year period. 275 divorces were : 
 granted in York County. The ratio per 1,000 population was 
3.84. Chester County's percentage was 3.53; Lancaster's 
2.81.

For the leading three counties thr ratios were: Charles 
ton. 4.22; Richland, 4.18; and Greenville. 4.15.

The state's average is only 40 percent of the national 
.average, the survey revealed.

Causes Of Divorce
Adopted at the 1949 session of the General Assembly, 

|and drafted by then Rep. Robert M. Ward of Rock Hill, trie 
.divorce law lists four causes for divorce. They are desertion. 
[physical cruelty, habitual drunkenness an dadultery.

In York County desertion accounted for more than hall 
[of the 275 divorce decrees. The breakdown of the grounds 
|on which divorce petitions were based in the county during 
,the period covered in the report:

Desertion, 150; physical cruelty. 49; drunkenness, 25, 
! adultery, 16; multiples of the four basic grounds, 35.

Wives sought 183 of the 275 divorces granted m th> 
county. Seventy-three women based their complaints on 
desertion. 47 on physical cruelty. 25 on drunkenness and 
seven on adultery. The remainder were based on two or 
more grounds.

The 92 men who petitioned for divorces listed these caus- 
|es: desertion. 77; physical cruelty, two; adultery, nin<\ 
[drunkenness, none. Four were based on multiples of tlv 
.four.

The Winthrop class study was headed by Betty Anail t<< 
Columbia and Virginia Hanson of Atlanta. It was conduci 
ve! 35 an assignment ;n H social n-spar^h r!a-s.


