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 SiC-Counties- York~ Ku Klux Klan
York Had ‘Kyklos’ in 1868 ~— - -~

South_Carolina’s First Klan

ried accounts of white women . Kjinsmen made numer- ‘
‘being ravished, land being i part ol LI, Lameron, e
By PAT ROBERTSON  seized. occupation by an army g;':(.k“":f,inu?ho;h:;? mu:::(v! to ne gsettinge for the L
And ELLEN JOHNSEY of companies of Negro mili-. when they considered ‘regu-
Pie‘h“ont Bureau tia, and ('rime and pi"aﬂf‘ he- la‘ion' neéessar\-_ Manv were
. YORK—The Ku Klux Klan, ing carried out against South- the report.‘rea;:hi;'lg Federal
" subject of a current congres-'ern white leaders by their new °
siopal investigation, 1s not a and unwanted masters.
stranger to York County, the, 1868 was also the year the
i county seat of which was put 14th amdenment to the Con-
under marti?)l law n?a:‘ly a|stitution was proposed, mak-
fcentury ago because of the ac- ing all men, including former 1 g 1 ‘
tivities of certain of the area’s Negro slaves e]igiblegto vote. | ip:\t oi-nl;idngg-‘a%eﬂ,::a; tr:: HT 417 led 1
inhabitants who had a pqn-! Resentment to new palterns'im'ncr t Yorkville in 1870.71 I will kil Tadad: ‘ ) > Eette
mbeschant &gu?rlz?:; -cz'lgsl:gg “:lr:; which disrupted a traditional 10 write about the conditions country to wa=te", he is reported to have sald.
i - et § W f life was natural. Also here. '
mystic rites. VY o

According to modern his-|Datural was the resentment to. Probably the most famous In 1870 on a March evening Klansmen gathered from over the county
4

\living in fear of the com- Or perhaps infamous, of all with Dr. Zratton at the front, roie to Wil
ric old RBrattonsville,
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ratton's Klan nctivities came into national light because of the
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uthorities in Washington and 7. L1TE LY Costn OF > Nerro captain of a company of Nerro millitia, '
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spreading into northern and Cne Jim Williams or Jim RXainey (he was known by both names) o
jeastern states regarding Klan| ., .1 1 -4 1o had let it be known that he would not put up with reats
activities in this section. i

York County was such a ~+
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from the cradle to tre grave and I will lay thi
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torians the KKK was organiz-|
ed in Pulaski, Tenn., in 1866
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panies of Negro militia who the early Klansmen was Dr. A g :
as a social group for Confed- controlled the lives of their Rufus Bratton of Brattons—-‘ from histor
erate veterans of the War [0rMmer masters. ville in York County.
'Between the States. However, . This then, was the ferment| His activities became the "Capt.s d s h ,
. many Southerners found the(in Which the Klan was con.;subject il noye_!l by o U han p.d' from a stately ni-e nea: ! Klans sy - 3t the
flowing robes frightened theh,l«:ewed and grew. ‘ iP{ev. Thonlas Dixon, Tthe‘: ) .P'.u from a stately pi:e nearly. A Klansman who was not =
‘former slaves and began us-| 1he “Yorkville Enquirer,™ Klansmen,” which later was| hanging =a-ked Ur, Eratton a few mi 3
ing the Klan as a front for (00 April 2, 1868, carried the made into the controversial

terrorist activities. ifollowing notice: ?r{t";ot?ngisture. “The Birth of | e
| The Klan was formed in| - i f 1 Ean ,
ork County two vears later,| DEADMAN'S HOLLOW Bratton is be{lel‘ifed égugta;:; »

he first county in South Caro- | Southern Div. L hese t-h'-e ‘rearl f' PTEA b b
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Hlina to boast such a *‘circle” Midnight, March 30. ' ih. At

el k}'klos % & would beI General Order No. 1:

known in the Greek. ! REMEMBER the hour ap-
The infamous group's acti-i pointed by our mest excel-
vities here brought recrimina-' lent grand captain - gener-
tions from Washington in the al. The dismal hour draws
form of martial law enforced nigh for the meeting of our °
by camtbagging Yankeces m_vstuj circle. The shrond- y
| and newly-freed Negroes. ed knights will come with
It was this action and its pick and spade, the grand
repercussions that put the (haplain will come with the
tiny town of Yorkville in the 4,41 of the dead. The
| national spotlight, and later g,.5ye yawneth, the light-
into the international news. pings flash athwart the
Laler developments also heavens, the thunders roll, i ¥
strained relations between the pyut the past grand knight
 United States and the United of the Sepulcher will recoil

Kingdom. not. 3

The Klan as a fighting civi-| By Order of the (Great
lian organization was compos- (rand Centaur. p
ed mostly of the aristocratic SULEYMAN, G, G. §

elements of the area society,
To understand how well-edu-| The words had little mean-
cated, thinking men could jng 1o the general public, oth
lend their efforts to a terror-|or than to announce a meet
rorists organization. it i ing of the Klan, but  their!
necessary first to explain the yery tone was calculated tof:
conditions in the South at that | ohten the superstitious ®
time, particularly in the \’orkfand illiterate, mostly the Ne-
area. 'groes of the community. 8%
To begin with, South Cam‘;g}\ suc'v."spaper publish}ed inigs

lina, as the state which began | 904 gives this account of thell
the secession, was slated for feelings in York County when|
long - term punishment infthe Klan was organized there.
Reconstruction. Yark County,! “In no county and town in
known as “‘the Charleston of the South during Ku l(lux,
the Up - Country”, was the'days was the Klan stronger
enter of up-state society and| and more determined in its
aristocracy. purpose than in Yorkville and
Northern speculators andé ork County.
recently freed slaves had W s
been placed in positions of
authority and power across o
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