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\ Betty Robinson is church secre- 

tary. |
The pastor is a son of Mr. and 

Mrs. J, W. Story of Suffolk and 
he is married to the former Katie 
Tuck. The couple has three chil 
dren, Mark, 8, Judy 7. and Ruth, 
2. They live at 125 S. Main St., 
Clover.

Mr. Story was educated in 
Whaleyville. Va.. public schools 
and is a graduate of Bob Jones 
University and Southwestern 
Seminary. As a seminary stu 
dent he pastored First Church, 
Valleyview, Tex.. and First 
Church, Thackerville. Okla. He 
also served the Gates County 

\charce in North Carolina and was 
pastor of Calvary Church, Ham 
let, N. C. before coming to CIov- i 
er. I
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First Baptist Church in Clover was orpan- 
' teed in 1891 and has seen steady growth

through the years. Rev. George Story is cur 
rent pastor, and church membership is 700.

Clover First Baalist, in 71st 
year, starts bui ding program

By MARV1N Et'RY 
Herald Area Editor

CLOVtR - In !936, L. N. Al- 
bn wrote a sketch of the history 
of Clover Baptist Church, now the 
Fir-1 Baptist Church of Clover. 
In the sketch, Alien noted:

"The church has had many ups 
and downs, like all others. It has 
had dark days and bright ones. It 
took a lot of praying and hard 
work and sacrificing, but by the 
help of the gocd Lord it was 
brought into exisvnce."

By the author's account, the 
church then, in I92*>. war; 4-1 yea: . 
old. Therefore, it is no\v, in 1962, 
in its 71st annivcr ary year.

A Suffolk, Va.. .lame. Rev. 
George Story is currvnt past- 
of First Church and nas watched 
the church keep on growing in tl «  
five and hnlf years he has be^n 
 t itr, helm.

Next week, the church will em 
bark on its lon::-ran^e building 
program with plans and specifi 

Rev. George Story

cations for a new educational 
building 10 be presented to the 
church.

Additional building will include 
a now auditorium, anotither ed 
ucational building and a fellow 
ship hall.

The additions will ha'.e ample 
room for expansion and parking 
on four larjie lots purchased dur 
ing Mr. Story's pastorate.

Alien said in hii account that 
"the Slate Board" agreed to send 
a preacher to CU/.er in 1SS7 and 
the first preacher to the church, 
back before its organi/.a!;on, was 
V. I. Masters, "a very poor 
preachr-r, but a very fine Ixw." 
Preaching uas held in a little 
 school hou--e in the back woods, 
three miles west ot Clover

Clover was "i strong Pre^by 
trrian community." Mr. Alien 
wrutf. but nevertheless Clover 
Baptibt wa^ nrfiam/ed in May, 
1891. "Big hearted Pre-rj>ter- 
ians" allowed the young congre 
gation to use Us church for the or-
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The church is ready to embark on a long- 
range expansion program.

200 members by letter, death, and 
otherwise."

Current church membership is 
700 and enrollment m the depart 
mental Sunday school is 562, The 
church is a member of the York 
County Baptist Assn.

During Mr. Story's ministry, 
there ha\e been 27$ baptism*.

The church's board of deacuns 
is headed bv chairman Emn Jen- 
kins and includes A. L. Boyfr, 
Robert Edwards, W. D.. Hurst. 
Grady Jones. W. G. J^nkins, Bob 
by Jackson. Marion Kelly, Jim 
Robinson. Horace Walker and 
Herbert Wilson.

S J. Hopper is director of the 
senior choir, and Mrs. Ruth Ann 
Poore is in charge of the junior 
choir. A. L. Buyicr is Sunday 
School superintendent.

Mrs. Poore is director of the 
Baptist Training Union, and Mrs. 
Man. in Kelly is president of the 
Woman's Missionary Union. Bob 
by Jackson is president of (be 
brotherhood Church and build 
ing fund treasurer is Jim Robin 
son.

In 1950. the church sponsored a 
mission. The interim pastor at 
the mission is W. L. Walters. Mrs.

iganizational service, led by 
'M. Bailey, secretary and treas 
urer of the State Mission Board. 

In 1895 a lot was purchased and 
'our men. including Mr. Alien, 
began raising funds and mater 
ials for a church. A carpenter 
was hired "by the day" and by 
early tall of that year the "Houss" 
was ready for use. It was a one- 
room house which Mr. Alien ^aid 

'served needs of the church for a 
: long time.

By IS^S church membership
,had grown to 100 and seven years
later it had doubled. By the flu
epidemic in 1918, Mr. Alien said,
"we had about 300 members"

DurnK the second year of the 
pastorate of Rev. T. P. Stanfield 
a new "Church House" was built. 
the present church structure. 
Membership kept growing. In 
1930 it was "about 400" and m 
1936 it was 450,

, In his summation. Mr. Alien
said, "Our church was oraam/ed

'in the \ear of 1491. We ha\e tak-
:en in. m round number 5.. 700 m^m-
hers and have checked out about


